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Are you ready for Reunion 2004?

Jules and Anne have a wonderful reunion week planned for us in Baton Rouge.  Those of you who attended the reunion in 1999 will have a reminder of what is in store for us.  Our hosts know how to plan a week-long party.  A POD is enclosed for you with the Radisson Hotel telephone number for reservations.  Be sure to mention the Cecil Group so you are guaranteed the group rate.   The hotel is holding the block of rooms for the group until July 15.  Soooo, QUICK!  Make your hotel reservations and start packing your bags.
To help you start thinking about what you’ll be choosing to do, Jules has prepared the tentative POD.  (We’ll get out the registration forms for the tours and such later.  And, remember, there are no charges this year for the hospitality room!
Sadly, we have received notice of the loss of two more of our members:


Quay E. Blackwell passed away on January 11, 2003.  His widow, Louise wrote in November to let us know. 


Claire, the widow of William N. Chase, Sr. also wrote in December to let us know that her husband had passed away on August 3, 2002.  Mr. Chase was on the Cecil, his last ship, before retiring in 1974.

Arthur Kahler passed away last year.  He was aboard ship 1951-54.

************Bobby Dockery is trying to locate some of his dad’s  (James Lewis Dockery, who passed away in 1980) ship members.  If anyone remembers his dad, Bobby’s address is 75 Log Cabin Drive, Apt. 233, Dallas, GA 30157.  His email address is bobby_dockery@hotmail.com; telephone is 770-845-8971.**************************************

Greg Wells received the (Maryland) Governor’s Proclamation declaring Cecil Day in November.  Since the Governor (or his representative) will not be attending the reunion in Baton Rouge, Greg will be reading the statement at our Banquet this year.  He is also attempting to get copies of the proclamation for all Cecil Association members.

Attached is a copy of the letter received from the United States Navy Memorial Foundation, in response to the contribution made last year after the reunion.  And, THANKS AGAIN, BOB ROSENBERG!! for your generous contribution, making it possible for the Cecil to have a plaque on the Commemorative Wall at the Memorial Foundation in Washington.  Thanks also, Bill Vernooy for pulling this together and to those who gave so generously at the last banquet.  Hopefully, we might get back to Washington to see the plaque!
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Harold Miller is seriously ill; he was aboard ship 1951-1952.  Please remember him in your prayers.








