ECOMP 5018 Introduction to Educational Robotics 

Advanced Products and Possibilities

Many products that can be used to teach robotics as long as they address the three basic robotic systems:
Computation (Feedback & Control)  (  Electro-Mechanical    (   Mechanical 
Book: Raucci, Richard (1999). Personal Robotics: 

Real Robots to Construct, Program, and Explore the World.   (ISBN: I-5688/1-089-x).

General Sources Links 

· http://www.hobbyshop.com
· http://www.discoverthis.com/
· http://www.robotstore.com
· http://www.robotikitsdirect.com
· http://www.electronickits.com/robot/robot.htm
· http://www.analyticalsci.com/science/Robots.htm
Snap Circuits - Jr, 300, 500, 750

· BEST Snap Circuits Extreme 750 Experiments (includes computer interface)
· http://www.homeschoolingsupply.com/cbs/Science-Kits-Electronics-1.htm
Robotix

· Dedicated Website

· Educational Kits and Guides

· Suggest Robotix 2000 Computer Set

· @$140

· http://www.roboticsandthings.com
Capsela

· No real computer interface, unfortunately!

· Capsela 222 Color World, Esp. suggested. 

· 37 interlocking pieces

· good for science

· 15 unique models

· @ $50

· http://www.discoverthis.com/capsela.html
Robosapien

· http://www.robosapienonline.com/
· Hackable with Palm, SapBench

· http://www.the-gadgeteer.com/robosapien-review.html
· Hacks and Modifications Site

· http://www.robosapien.tk/
OWI/MOVIT

· Many Kits Available (some hackable!)

· Curriculum! @$35

· http://www.electronickits.com/robot/
Each demonstrates one or more talents.
Hyper Line Tracker (@$50)

Spider (@ $50)

OWI Kranius (@$90) 

Robotic Arm, @$80

PC Interface Add on, @$70

K’Nex

· Commercial Site

· http://www.knex.com
· TechnoK’Nex Computer controlled

   @$500 & buy 1 special offer for 2nd

· http://www.acsupplyco.com/knex/technoknex.htm
Fischertechnik

· http://www.fischertechnik.com/
5 Robo Mobile Set (# 93292)  $275 x 5

Norland Research’s TI Calculator Robots

· http://www.smallrobot.com/scimath.html
Terrapin’s Roamer

· http://www.terrapinlogo.com/
· @$300

Lego Mindstorms, Commercial
· Links in myLesley

· Local Lego Store (
· http://www.legomindstorms.com
Lego, Schools

· PITSCO Catalog (School vs. Commercial)

· Much Better for Schools, use this one!

   http://www.legoeducationstore.com/
Crickets, Gleason Research

· Same as Brick without the costume.

· We will learn in class second weekend.

· http://www.gleasonresearch.com/
Microworlds EX, ROBOTICS

· LCSI sells a special version of Microworlds for robotics
· It runs both the Lego brick and the Cricket

   (Although you still need the Lego Software in order to get the drivers.)
  http://www.microworlds.com/
Radio Shack VEX Competition Kit

· There is also a new kit & FIRST competition from Radio Shack…
· http://www.vexlabs.com/
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